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 March 20, 2017 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Welcome back from Spring Break! I hope everyone was able to take a 
bit of a break or at least catch up on some pressing work while the law 
school was relatively quiet and the students were away. We’re into the 
home stretch now, with six weeks of class and what seems like a couple 
hundred events between now and the end of the semester.  We’re 
about to get the announcement out, but please mark your calendar for 
John Strait’s retirement celebration on Wednesday, April 19, at 5:30 on 
the Second Floor Gallery. 
 




Steven Bender contributed a chapter, “Snapshots of Law and Life in 
the Midcentury Texas Borderlands,” in the newly published book, Word 
Images (University of Arizona Press 2017), edited by SU professor 
Gabriella Gutiérrez y Muhs. 
 
Diane Lourdes Dick accepted an offer to publish her article, The 
Bearish Bankruptcy, in the Georgia Law Review. She also published a 
practice-oriented article on the treatment of shipping and warehouse 
liens in bankruptcy in Commercial Law World, and has a symposium 
article forthcoming in the Journal of Law, Economics & Policy. 
Presentations 
Upcoming Events 
2017 Woman of the Year 
Wednesday, March 22 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
Rainier Club, 820 Fourth Avenue, 
Seattle 
 
Persuasive Power and Presence in 
the Courtroom CLE 
Friday, March 24 
8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Room 110 
 
40th Annual Law Review Dinner 
Friday, March 31 
5:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Campion Ballroom 
 
Visit the School of Law website for more 
upcoming events. 
 
With Mark Larranaga and Seattle U Criminal Justice Professor Pete 
Collins, Bob Boruchowitz spoke at the Washington State Bar’s 
program on “Financial Implications of the Death Penalty.” This was 
part of the WSBA’s new series called Decoding the Law. 
 
Margaret Chon gave a keynote speech on the topic of female 
leadership at the Korean American Bar Association dinner on February 
23. 
 
Paul Holland gave a presentation titled “Should Juvenile Confessions 
be Admissible?” at the Defender Initiative Conference held at the Law 
School. 
 
Over spring break, Mimi Samuel and Laurel Oates attended the 
Global Legal Skills Conference XII at the Facultad Libre de Derecho de 
Monterrey in Monterrey, Mexico. At the conference, they delivered a 
presentation entitled “Hey Prof: Teaching Register and 
Professionalism.” In addition, as part of a three-day workshop on 
negotiations for students from Mexico and the United States, they 
conducted a session on cross-cultural communications and negotiations. 
Other News 
Deborah Ahrens spoke with The Impact, a news program on TVW, 
about what would happen if the federal government enforces marijuana 
law in states that have legalized recreational and medicinal marijuana. 
 
Deirdre Bowen was interviewed by The Marshall Project for a story on 
plea bargaining. She discussed the issues surrounding the ambiguity of 
prosecutorial obligations to produce exculpatory evidence during plea 
negotiations. She has also been working with Vice News on a national 
story on police brutality and the effect of FRE 609 evidence on Section 
1983 case outcomes, which will be published next month. Deirdre is 
also ranked among the top ten percent of authors for downloads this 
month on SSRN. 
 
Mary Bowman was quoted in an article by the National Law Journal 
about the Full Citizenship Project for Law Faculty, which was recently 
launched by the Legal Writing Institute and the Association of Legal 
Writing Directors. The Full Citizenship Project kicks off the start of a 
campaign to raise awareness about the status challenges facing many of 
the many women and men who teach in skills-based positions. The 
project arises out of LWI’s Professional Status Committee, which Mary 
co-chairs with a colleague from Georgetown.  
 
Robert Chang spoke with the San Francisco Chronicle about the effect 
on litigation of having old and new versions of Trump’s travel ban. 
 
Annette Clark moderated an Immigration Roundtable with local 
employment law and immigration attorneys for the Puget Sound 
Business Journal. 
 
Won Kidane and Andrew Siegel both spoke with The Seattle Times 
about President Trump’s revised travel ban. Won also spoke with The 
Seattle Times for a separate piece about ‘Dreamer’ Daniel Ramirez 
Medina. 
 
Jack Kirkwood spoke with Recode about conflicts when elected 
officials serve as FTC commissioners. The piece was later picked up by 
CNBC. He also spoke with Axios about the FTC’s new acting director 
of the Bureau of Competition. In addition, he signed onto, and helped 
shape, an amicus brief to the Supreme Court in support of a cert. 
petition filed by a plaintiff whose $340 million judgment was wiped out 
by the Fifth Circuit. The court ruled that the defendant’s deceptive 
advertising could not have been an antitrust violation. 
 
Sara Rankin has been invited by Seattle City Councilmember Mike 
O’Brien to join a select task force to advise the city on vehicle 
residency issues. Sara’s proposals to present at the Access to Justice 
Conference in Yakima in June 2017 and the Seattle U Justice 
Conference, Commitment to Justice in Jesuit Higher Education, in 
August 2017, have been accepted. 
 
Anna Roberts was a guest on the Excited Utterance podcast, 
explaining her recent scholarship on defendant testimony and implicit 
bias. Also, Anna’s recent University of Chicago Law Review article on 
prior conviction impeachment and implicit stereotyping was the focus 
of an episode of “Excited Utterance: The Evidence Proof Podcast,” 
which is available to listen to here. 
 
Andrew Siegel appeared on Fox News to discuss the Washington 
Attorney General's filing in response to President Trump's new 
immigration executive order. He was quoted extensively in an article in 
Roll Call on possible commerce clause challenges to provisions of the 
new Republican healthcare bill. He also appeared on KING 5 morning 
news on March 7 to discuss the new travel ban. 
 
After David Skover participated as an editor and signer of the amici 
curiae brief of First Amendment scholars urging the Supreme Court to 
grant certiorari in Expressions Hair Design v. Schneiderman, the Court 
did agree to review the case. Skover participated in the amici curiae 
brief on the merits. The Court heard oral argument in October 2016, and 
its decision is pending. 
 
Please send items to be included in the next Dean's Spotlight to 
Jessica Fuqua in the Dean's Office. 
 
 
